
IMPART Collector’s Show 2020: Material Agendas
The art of the present has freed itself from the limitations of material 
expectations. The basis of art making is now more than ink, paint, 
carved stone or casted metal and some of the most interesting 
contemporary work sees the artist testing the limits of material 
possibilities. This bold experimentation is carried out not just with new 
modern industrial materials but also involves relooking at the new 
experiential possibilities of older materials. In this brave new world, 
one thing certainly does not look like another, as artworks test our 
perception of reality and experience.  The transgressive quality of 
these material agendas has helped shape the development of 
contemporary art. Post war Conceptualism and Pop shattered the 
very idea that art needed to be made from certain things, or even that 
art needed to be a physical object. The coming of digital techniques 
such as image manipulation opened up the possibility that artists 
could create new worlds and lives that could never exist in the 
physical world, while obscuring that act of manipulation. This edition 
of the Impart Collectors Show celebrates this transgressive spirit of 
artists boldly transforming materials into strange, odd and exhilarating 
forms.
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Tan Boon Hui, Vice President, Global Arts & Cultural Programs, and 
Director, Asia Society Museum

IMPART Collectors’ Show
The IMPART Collectors’ Show is a marquee event on the Singapore 
Art Week calendar. The Show presents an opportunity for selected 
local and regional collectors to share their passion as well as 
advocacy for local and regional art and artists, allowing local 
audiences to enjoy access to key works that are held in private 
collections. The main aspiration of the Collectors’ Show is to bring 
together the “market, the makers and the masses”, as it is part of 
IMPART’s program objective to not only to cultivate and support 
emerging art talents, but also encourage art collectors and the public 
to understand, appreciate and support our local visual art 
communities. The IMPART Collectors’ Show is showcased at the 
SOTA and is organised by Art Outreach. 

IMPART Awards
Organised by Art Outreach, a non-profit organization that promotes 
visual literacy in Singapore, the IMPART Awards recognises and 
rewards promising emerging artists and curators by providing them 
critical early stage support in their careers through exchange 
programmes and opportunities to produce, exhibit and showcase 
their work. We believe that the IMPART Awards has the capacity to 
play a critical role not just in supporting emerging art talents, but also 
in building awareness and appreciation of Singapore art and art 
practitioners. The international programme with renowned institutions 
and the mentorship of established practitioners will offer invaluable 
exposure to the emerging artistic and curatorial talents in the 
development of their careers, both locally and internationally. More 
importantly, these Awards lend much needed support towards 
sustaining these individuals in their chosen careers in art. Two winning 
artists and one winning curator will be announced at the IMPART 
Awards Gala and Dinner on January 18, 2020.

Art Outreach Singapore
(Organizer of the IMPART Awards and IMPART Collectors’ Show)
Art Outreach is an educational non-profit organisation that shares the 
power of art with children, parents and the broader public. With a 
curriculum that runs the gamut from artworks by famous masters and 
our beloved Nanyang artists, to land art and photographic works, the 
Art Outreach programme focuses on making students comfortable 
with talking about art in all its various aspects: art history, art 
aesthetics, art criticism and art movements. The programme has a 
special emphasis on exposing students to art from around the region, 
especially to art that is relevant to Singapore’s heritage. Art Outreach 
offers art tours for the public, education programmes for primary 
students and community groups, and also trains volunteers to serve 
as art advocates. By doing so, we hope to promote visual literacy and 
critical thinking to children, connect Singaporeans with their cultural 
heritage, and promote greater art appreciation in Singapore.
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You may have noticed art handlers wearing plastic gloves. 
This is because the oil on our hands causes a chemical reaction with 
almost everything we touch. For artworks, this can have a 
detrimental effect.  

As you walk through the gallery you will realise that they are 
especially cool. Artworks must be kept at specific low temperatures 
and relative humidity to protect them from deterioration. 

Most museums practice the ‘NO FLASH’ photography rule. 
The ultraviolet component in the flash generates heat and light, 
both of which are damaging to artifacts.  

Although taking photographs is now seen as normal practice, 
it is still prohibited in certain areas of the gallery. 
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